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Paul Chapman     Diane Davis           Pat Dromboski      
Doris Gafgen  Shirley Malmsbury        Pam Manners 
Robin Martin  Joseph Massaquoi  
 

Austin (friend of Rhonda Rea) 
Edward (brother of Stella Smires) 

George B. (brother-in-law Estella Smires) 
Jane (friend of Ike Whitter) 

Jayne & her family (friend of Mark Conrad) 
Julia Logan Lomasc (aunt of Pat Logan) 

Laura (Pam Manners) 
Melissa (friend of Pam Manners) 

Nancy J. (Mother of John Jakimowicz) 
Patrick Burke (Abby’s husband) 
Paula (friend of Linda Herbster) 

Paulette S. (cousin of Estella Smires) 
Rich S. (friend of Pam Manners) 
Pam M. (friend of Vera Straley) 

Ed Mier (brother-in-law Linda Mier) 
Teri Mier (sister-in-law Linda Mier) 

Tom Mier (brother-in-law Linda Mier) 
Nicole (friend of John Koba) 

Susan H. (Scott Weed) 
Leslie R. (friend of Vera Straley) 

Robin (friend of Phyllis Patterson) 
Mike Pugh (Nephew of Vickie Katona) 

Mark C. (friend of Beth Marucci Ellsworth) 
Benjamin (great grandson Yvonne Bruner) 

Keith (friend of Charlotte Swenson) 
Jill M. (friend of Pam Manners) 

Infant Holden (friends of John Koba) 
Madelyne L. (friend of the Trimble family) 

Pattie B. (friend of Charlotte Swenson) 
Emily Garner 

 
 

 

 

 

The December Maple 

 

Prepare the way … 

Make straight the path … 
 

Advent is a time of preparation and waiting. But what are 

we preparing for? What are we waiting for? 
  

In the Advent study we will use on Tuesday mornings and 

for Sunday morning worship, we will learn that in this 

season of the year, everything moves in the direction of 

receiving God’s gift of Jesus Christ. We are not looking for 

what God wants from us – we are searching for what God 

wants to give to us: Hope, Love, Joy, Peace, and finally, 

Christ! 
  

In “Home for Christmas”, Justin Coleman says that Advent 

is a movement toward the home God has prepared for us 

and wants us to enjoy fully. “Home” is where we are loved 

without condition and given second chances through the 

tender mercies of our Savior Jesus Christ. Because 

we receive tender mercies from God, we are able to be 

tender with one another. This is the “home” we all crave. 
  

Let’s journey “home” together and feel the warm embrace 

of our God who wants only to give us life, in abundance! 
 

Peace and Joy, 

Wendy 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjtrIqyr5LcAhWidN8KHUVrA3gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.gograph.com/vector-clip-art/praying-hands.html&psig=AOvVaw0eqsIM_2oA2D1S3XEmf81J&ust=1531237608991113


 

Interfaith Food Alliance News- 
 
 
 
 
The IFA meets on the second Thursday evening of every month at 7pm.  
The meeting location rotates between local faith communities.  Please 
come to hear about our work in the Morrisville community or volunteer 
to help.  Contact Rhonda Rea (jrpiz@aol.com) for the meeting location. 
 

In recent months the IFA has been blessed by several grants that help 
to purchase the fresh food that we share with 40 families of the 
Morrisville School District.  These grants came from Wawa and the 
Eastern PA Conference of United Methodist Women.  The IFA has a 
small subcommittee for Grant Writing, but they would love to have 
more people involved.  If grant writing for the purpose of stopping 
hunger and food insecurity is your passion, please consider offering 
your gifts on the Grant-Writing team.  Contact Diane Casey 
(dcasey16@comcast.net) or Rhonda Rea (jrpiz@aol.com) if you are 
interested. 

o 40 Thanksgiving Meal Baskets will be assembled by the IFA and given 
to the families that visit the Family Backpack Center.  Thanks to all who 
make this happen, especially the Knights of Columbus that provide 
most of the turkeys. 

o A Christmas Bazaar and Lunch on Sat. December 7th will take place at 
St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church from 10:00am-3:00pm.  
The Silent Auction at this event will benefit the Family Backpack Center  
(IFA Pantry) that is located at MUMC.  There is no admission for the 
Bazaar and Santa will be there to greet children at Lunch from 
11:00am-1:00pm ($5.00 per child, includes a Hot dog or Meatball 
Sandwich, Chips and Beverage and a Cookie to decorate).  Bring the kids 
and/or grandkids and support a community outreach! 
 

THANK YOU MUMC for your generous non-perishable food donations 
to the Family Backpack Center.  Keep those cans and boxes filling the 
blue striped bins outside the church office!  (Most needed are pancake 
syrup, vegetable oil, and canned fruit and laundry detergent.) 

**submitted by Rhonda Rea- Member at large of the IFA Board 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Most of us look forward to Thanksgiving & Christmas with 
anticipation & joy.  But, for those in our church family who live 
alone, are homeless or are homebound, this can be a very lonely 
season.  The United Methodist Women have a tradition of 
remembering these friends with a short visit & a plate of 
Christmas cookies.  We are asking you to join us in baking 2 – 3 
dozen cookies & bringing the Christmas spirit to these 
friends.  Please bring them to the church before our UMW 
meeting at 7pm December 3rd.   Then you are invited to stay & 
listen to the wonderful students from Morrisville High School as 
they share their musical talents with us.  If you are unable to join 
us for this delightful evening, cookies can be left on the table 
inside the large parking lot door from Sunday, December 1st to 
Tuesday, December 3rd.  Thank you for your support & help with 
our latest Christmas mission.  

 

 
Changing dates - Changing location 

We are moving to the BEACH for the 2020 women's retreat.  
Mark May 1-3 on your calendar now and wait for more exciting 
information! 

 



 

Poinsettia Sunday is Dec. 22nd 
Sign-up sheets for ordering Christmas Poinsettias are on the flower 

table in the lounge.  $13ea. for 7.5 - 8 inch bloom red 
Poinsettia’s (to be picked up following the 10 pm Service on 

Christmas Eve)   *Deadline for ordering is Sunday, December 15th. 
*Paying by check, make out to MUMC & write “Poinsettia” on the 

message line of check.  Paying with cash, place money in an 
envelope & mark “Poinsettias” with your name on envelope. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
As we close out the calendar year, we thank God for his many 
blessings and look forward to a new year in the life of our church.  If 
you have not turned in your pledge card for 2020, please do so as 
soon as possible so we can plan our finances for next year.  In 2019, 
we had pledges of $252,000 and we set a goal for 2020 for the same 
amount.  As of November 17, we have received $208,700 so you can 
see we are still a little short. 
 

We have reduced spending in our 2020 budget by $10,000 so we 
have tried very hard to ensure responsible spending of your generous 
offering through the year.  Once again, thank you for you continued 
support as we serve God in our community and elsewhere. 

James Rea 

Finance Committee Chairperson 

 
 

The next meeting of the Saturday Morning Men’s Group is on 
the 14th of December at 8 AM.  We meet in the church lounge 
on the second Saturday of each month.  Join us for good 
fellowship, light refreshments and encouragement from God’s 
Word. We will continue our study of Philippians.  
 

**If you have any questions call Dave Miller at 215-943-2046 or 
267-614-3836. 

 

 

Each Year our church helps local families by providing  
gifts for their children.  Our giving tree is in the lobby, 

please choose a tag, purchase & wrap the gift and return  
it to the Children’s Ministry office by December 8.   
Don’t forget to attach the original tag to your gift. 

 

The cost of the gift should not exceed $25.00. 



 
 

December Schedule 
 

DECEMBER 3 (Tuesday) 
UMW GENERAL MEETING -- 7:00 P.M. – Fellowship Hall 
Hostess: Marcia-Ruth Circle 
Program: Morrisville High School Chorus 

o A Christmas Love offering will be taken. 
o Women are encouraged to bring: 

 2 doz. cookies that will be made into trays for our homebound members. 
(Sugar-free cookies are always appreciated for trays for our diabetic friends.) 
 

DECEMBER 16 -- MARCIA-RUTH CIRCLE  
6:30 P.M. – Rhonda Rea’s home: 246 Greenview Rd., Yardley 
Hostess:  Rhonda Rea 
Study/Devotion: Christmas Readings 
 

DECEMBER 18 -- ELIZABETH CIRCLE – 12:30 PM – Fellowship Hall 
Hostess:  All Members 
Study/Devotion: Luncheon – Selected Readings 
 

Mission u 2020 

It's not too early to mark your calendar for the UMW summer event that 
will inspire, educate and motivate you in MISSION!   On Friday, July 24- 
Sat., July 25th, more than 100 people will gather at the Inn at Reading to 
study, pray, fellowship and eat together.  Lead by nationally trained 
teachers, they will study one of the following topics- Finding Peace in the 
Midst of Anxiety (spiritual growth), Women United for Change-150 years 
in Mission, or Pushout:  The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools.  
There will also be a variety of pre-conference events held in the early 
afternoon on Friday.   The cost of this event includes meals, lodging and 
instruction and will be about $230.  There are scholarships available for 
first-time attendees, so please plan to save these dates now! 

 

Welcome Kenneth Savage 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to introduce our new 
Director of Student Ministries for the church and community: Kenny 

Savage. Kenny will begin in this new position on Sunday, December 1. 
We hope you will make it a point to come and welcome him. 

 

From Our New Director of Youth 

Ministries: 

Hello, Morrisville United Methodist, thank you for welcoming me with 
open arms. My name is Kenny Savage and I will be the new Youth 
Director.  I look forward to praising, learning, and fellowshipping with 
you all! I have a couple of very powerful testimonies that have 
deepened my faith in Jesus Christ and I have had the honor of guest 
speaking at multiple churches to tell them, so do not be afraid to ask 
me about what God has done in my life.  All good relationships are 
built on the foundation of trust. I understand it will take time to build 
that foundation, but I look forward to constructing it.  I have faith that 
God will take us to new heights if we all work together in love and 
unity.  

A little bit more about myself; I love playing basketball and pretty 
much any other sport, I listen mostly to Gospel and Christian hip hop, 
and I am at a point in my life where I'm praying to God to reveal what 
his will is for my life.  I guess the first step is at Morrisville United 
Methodist! I am honored to be here, and I cannot wait to see what 
God does with us in the future. 

--Kenny Savage   



 

 
 

Thank you: Jennifer Ayling Arruda &  

Kim Jakimowicz 
Both Jenn and Kim have been sharing their faith and using their 
unique gifts to invest in the children of our church for many 
years. They will not be leaving our church, but they are retiring from 
their positions as Director of Student Ministries and Director of 
Children and Family Ministries. We are grateful for the many ways 
they have loved our children, so we want to say “thank you” in a 
Combined worship service in their honor on January 12th at 10:00 am. 
The service will be followed by a luncheon reception.  Janet Fabian 
will also be thanked for her faithful work side by side with Jenn for 
the last decade. 
 

We hope you will be able to join us, not to say goodbye – but to say 
thank you! 
 

We expect that in early January, some college students will be home 
on break & will also be able to join us. Kim, Jenn and Janet’s ministry 
have had a significant influence on kids who are now young adults! 

 

Missions Breakfasts Returning in January 
Join us on the fourth Saturday morning of each month, beginning 

in January, for a delicious breakfast, fun fellowship and to raise 
money for our church mission projects.  See you there! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Beginning on the fourth Saturday in February our church 
will open for a brand-new ministry: Holy Grounds Cafe. 

The purpose of this ministry will be to reach out to those 
dealing with addiction and recovery, and to help them in 

their journey.  More details to follow soon. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Candle Lighting 
The first Sunday in Advent is December 1st.  If you would like to 

participate in the lighting of the Advent candles – as an 
individual or as a family – please contact the church office or 

sign up on the Opportunity to Serve Board. 

 
 

 
 



 
50 Year Members 

 

Morrisville United Methodist Church is 178 years old! 
Congratulations to Pat Dromboski who has been a member 

for 75 of those years & Elizabeth Mershon for 75+ years!  
It is good to look back and thank God for the past as we look 

forward and rejoice in what is yet to come.  
More than thirty members of our church have been part  

of the MUMC family for more than 50 years. This year  
we recognize Eric Burkhardt,  Diane & Earl Davis, and 
Clarence Schiefer as 50-year members. Thank you for  

your years of faithful service in God's kingdom. 
To God be the Glory! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you from the UMW to all those who worked 
so hard to make our Holly Nook Bazaar & Election Day 

luncheon a success.  Thanks also to everyone who 
shopped at the Bazaar, ate at our luncheon, and/or 

bought soup & bread afterward.  
(If you bought soup to take home, please remember to return 

the empty glass jars to the kitchen.)  
Please patronize Shoprite, Giant & McCaffrey’s who made 

generous donations for our Election Day Luncheon.  
UMW Kitchen Committee 

 

 
 

Please join us at  
Christmas Eve Service: 

 
4:00 pm  

FAMILY SERVICE 
 

10:00 pm  
TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

 
Let’s celebrate the birth of  

Jesus together. 
 

Bring your family and friends. 
 

 


