
 
 
 
 
 
February Birthdays 
1 – Emmanual Abalo 
5 – Olivia Evans, Aniyah Williams  
6 – Dorott Abalo 
8 – Prince Bull 
11 – Mark Macwana, Linda Mier 
12 – Tom Miller 
13 – Jenn Koba 
16 – Jimmy Ellsworth 
19 – Hal Long, Dennis Lowe 
20 – Arianna Nagbe, Iyanna Nagbe 
22 – Barbara Lombardo, Steve Russell 
23 – Finnegan Hughes, Delaney Smith, Kolbie Smith 
24 – Kaylin Hammer 
25 – BJ Lebegern, Rhonda Rea 
26 – Gail Lowe 
28 – Amy Alvino 

 

February Wedding Anniversaries 
2 – Walter & Diana Pabers = 52 years 
6 – Dorott & Amelia Abalo  
8 – VK & Shilpa Macwana = 22 years 
18 – Joe & Ann Colduvell = 43 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FebruaryMaple 

 
 
Book Study Through Lent 
Be the Bridge 
By Latasha Morrison 
 
The strongest proclamation of the Gospel is to love God, 
Love Jesus, and Love one another. When we are 
completely honest with ourselves, we will admit that there 
are people more easily loved than others. Why is that? 
 
We might all answer that question differently – and that is 
OK – but the gospel demands that we answer it. 
Sometimes it is our differences that make it difficult to 
love others. Different life experiences, different political 
views, different religious beliefs, etc. Sometimes, all we 
need is a little help “bridging the gap” between us and the 
person who is different from us, so we find common 
ground. 
 
In Lent we will read the book “Be The Bridge” by Latasha 
Morrison, together to consider at a deeper level where we 
need to find a bridge and how we are called to be a bridge 
for one another in our command to love one another. I 
hope you will join me, beginning the week of February 
22nd on Tuesday morning at 10:00 or Wednesday evening 
at 7:00. 

 

Peace and Joy, 

Wendy 

 



 

 

      
 

 
Toby Ellsworth 
Margaret Callihan 
Helen Chokey 
Betty Mershon 
BJ Lebegern 
David Noble 
Blanche Sherrill 
Janet and Lisa Curcio 
Bill Ringer 
Nancy J. (mother of John Jakimowicz)  
George L. (Helen Chokey’s nephew)   
Julie J. (cousin of Kim & John Jakimowicz)    
Sean (friend of Becky Kent) 
Pearl (Friend of Pam Manners) 
MaryLou (Joe Colduvell’s sister) 
Donna (Joe Colduvell’s sister) 
Brenda (Phyllis Patterson’s cousin) 
Jose Cadillo 
Patricia Logan’s sister 
Sam, friend of Linda Herbster 
Ronnie, Vera's grandson 
Kevin 
Mike (friend of Becky and Steve Kent) 
Karleen and Tom Miller  
Rev. Towanda NT Connelly  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

THE PURPOSE  United Methodist Women is a community of women 
whose purpose is: To know God and to experience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus Christ  

To develop a creative supportive fellowship and To expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 
church. 

 We welcome all women who commit themselves to our Purpose, 

including you. You don't have to be a member of The United Methodist 

Church to join. Our membership is diverse: women of many races, 

cultures, languages, young and old. There is no minimum age 

requirement. We hope you will prayerfully consider joining this 

multicultural, multilingual, and multiracial organization of women. All 

women are welcome to attend. 

February Schedule                                                             
FEBRUARY 2 -  UMW GENERAL MEETING – 7:00 P.M. 

Program:  “United Methodist Women: Who Exactly Are We?” 

This will be a ZOOM meeting. To join the meeting, use this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/617873305?pwd=RzgyRlpLNXYvRE1pV0VNYmM1L3BWUT09 

Link to the slides: 
: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xAWKCycYgMx6KGaCmff0JKxs_QD3l--
y/view?usp=sharing  

Link to the transcript:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UuQ4mAd9-

FmdXZqICwDVdQx9GyE55gzK/view?usp=sharing  

FEBRUARY 15 (Monday, Presidents’ Day) 

MARCIA-RUTH CIRCLE – 7:00 P.M. – ZOOM Meeting - Watch your 
email for the invitation. 

FEBRUARY 17 

ELIZABETH CIRCLE – Tentative. Please check with your circle 
leader closer to the scheduled date. 

https://zoom.us/j/617873305?pwd=RzgyRlpLNXYvRE1pV0VNYmM1L3BWUT09
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xAWKCycYgMx6KGaCmff0JKxs_QD3l--y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xAWKCycYgMx6KGaCmff0JKxs_QD3l--y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UuQ4mAd9-FmdXZqICwDVdQx9GyE55gzK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UuQ4mAd9-FmdXZqICwDVdQx9GyE55gzK/view?usp=sharing


Food Pantry Needs  
 

As the pandemic continues the economic hardship of many of 
our friends and neighbors continues. Our Food Pantry is visited 
multiple times each week, and your donations have been like the 
loaves and the fishes. Our pantry never runs dry!  The addition 
of meat to our pantry has been a huge gift to our families.  
What is the current need? That is hard to answer, because each 
week it seems to be different. There is always a need for 
cleaning supplies. There is always a need for cereal and juice.  
 

Please remember that we do not give opened products of any 
kind. So please do not bring items in bulk packaging, or 
products that you have had in your own pantry for a period of 
time (and then decided you don’t want).  
Our neighbors are in need – but they are deserving of our best. 
 

We are not collecting or storing clothing of any kind because of 
COVID restrictions; however, scarves, hats, gloves, socks, 
sweatshirts, and coats are needed. Diana donated soft and 
pretty, small blankets, and scarves, and they were quickly taken, 
with delight and deep gratitude.  

 

 

 

 

Hot meals in our Parking Lot 
 

 The Muslim Center of the greater Princeton area brings meals 
from the Trenton Area Food Kitchen nto our parking lot on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday – every week – through March 
@ 12:45pm. We are honored to be in partnership with this 
ministry, which will help provide food for the families in our 
community. TASK is working in conjunction with the Muslim 
Center of Greater Princeton. 
 

 

 

The Season of Lent 
“Holy Vessels” 
As we enter the season of Lent, we commit to enter also into a season 
of healing and recovery that requires the naming of what has been 
shattered as a first step toward healing. The promise of Jesus is that 
he is with us in our weariness and burdens. Jesus is our healer. 
 

Each Sunday in Lent we will read a healing story from the Gospel of 
Matthew. During Advent, the “object” many of us had in our homes 
to bind us together in worship was the Advent Wreath. This year in 
Lent, we will have sea glass. Sea glass represents how things that get 
broken and tossed aside go through a season of tumbling where they 
are scuffed and reshaped – but in the end come out as a beautiful 
object. Many of you who like to walk the beach have sea glass in 
your home. Collect this sea glass for your Lenten altar, adding a 
candle and a bowl. 
 

Ash Wednesday (February 17)  
Ash Wednesday is a time of naming brokenness, relying on Jesus, 
our “Healer” to come and restore. This is a sacred day, meant to 
begin our journey through brokenness to Easter, a day of 
Resurrection. Rather than imposing ashes this year, you will be 
asked to gather a bowl of water and a bowl of dirt or sand, with your 
sea glass and candle for our worship time.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The next meeting of the Saturday Morning Men’s Group is on the 
13th of February at 8 AM.  For now we are meeting by zoom on the 
second Saturday of each month.  Join us for good fellowship and 
encouragement from God’s Word. We will continue our study of 

John. Let Dave Miller know if you are not getting the zoom 
invitations along with the discussion questions.  

Any questions call Dave Miller at 215-943-2046 or 267-614-3836. 



 
 
 

 

Finance Committee News 
2021 has started the way 2020 ended, with the church sanctuary closed 
for Sunday morning service.  Thankfully with our live-streaming we can 
still worship with our church family.  We look forward to a time soon 
when we can worship together in church on Sunday morning.  My goal in 
this article is to remind you how important it is to continue your giving 
through this time of separation.  There are many ways to continue your 
giving.  Using BillPay though your Banking institution will send a check to 
us at no cost to you or us! Another way is to sign up for E-giving via the 
church’s website.  This allows you to use either a credit card or a bank 
draft to send your offering to us through the E-giving site on a weekly or 
monthly basis.  Lastly, sending a check through the mail or dropping it in 
the slot on the mailbox at the back door of the church is always a great 
way to help support the church.  If you have any questions about these 
ways to support our church, please call Jim Rea at 215-493-9505 and I 
will be happy to guide you through the process.  Thank you for your 
important continued support for our church and its many missions. 

         Jim Rea, Finance Chair 

Prayer 
Join us in prayer every Friday morning at 7:00 am on 
the telephone. (Contact Pastor Wendy for more 

information) 
 

Commit to praying for our church every day! 
There are no special meetings and no prescribed time  

or place to pray.  
 

This group will pray specifically for our church in this 

time of transition from “stay at home” worship into “in 
person” worship – including our mission, ministry and 

witness. And our transition in pastoral leadership. 
Contact Pastor Wendy if you would like to know more. 

 

Serve on a Committee. Important decision are made and work is 

done in the administrative structure of the church.  
 

We are looking for two people to serve on the Staff Parish 

Relations Committee, which helps support our staff and their work 

with the congregation. 
 

Other committees hard at work in our transition into “in Person” 

ministry is the Board of Trustees, the Worship Committee and the 

Mission Committee.  
 

If you feel God calling you to serve in these ways, please contact 

Pastor Wendy for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Friday, February 5, 2021 

Friday, March 5, 2021 

9:30 – 2:30 

Fellowship Hall 

Make your reservation on the Red Cross website 



Opportunities to Serve Your Church 
 

A church community has at least two faces of ministry. One face 

looks out over the community (locally, nationally, and globally) to 

love our neighbors in whatever way God has called and gifted us to 

do. The other face looks inward to tend to the business at hand and 

care for its members. One is not possible without the other. Tending 

to the business of the church builds a strong framework from which 

we serve our neighbor. Here are some ways you can serve inside the 

Morrisville United Methodist Church. 

 

Technology Team with our Live Stream Worship. It has been nearly 

one year since we were plunged into remote worship, and our Live 

Stream Worship is here to stay. While most of us are excited to 

return to the sanctuary, there are many who have come to depend on 

the availability of our worship at home. We have college students, 

folks who have moved away from Morrisville, friends in Nursing 

Homes or who have an illness that does not allow them to travel, 

family members and first time visitors, who have been able to 

worship with us through our Live Stream Service.  

 

Thanks to Tom, Andy and Blair, worship has been offered every 

single week since March 21, 2020. Scott, Jim, and VK have been 

added to the team. There is not a big enough thank you to offer 

these guys!  

 

But our team must expand to be sustainable.  

There are three jobs that must be tended to each and every Sunday: 

The PowerPoint Creator (All of this work is done prior to Sunday 

morning) 

The Computer person (Must be present on Sunday morning) 

The Camera Person (Must be present on Sunday morning) 

 

We have a job description for each position to share with anyone 

interested in joining the team. PLEASE contact Pastor Wendy, Blair 

Bellis, Tom Wisnosky or Andy Steppe if you would like to have 

more information. 

 

The following people placed Poinsettia’s on the Altar this Christmas:         
In memory of Loved ones from Joyce Bigley                                                                     
In Memory of Loved Ones from Joe & Ann Colduvell                                                   
In memory of our parents from Bev & David Hoyer                                          
In Memory of Loved Ones from Jim and Rhonda Rea. 

Vision Mission Trip - March 16, 17, 18 
 

Going Abroad in the safety of your home! 
 

Learn what Zoe empower is doing for orphans around the world. 
 

Meet our group from Liberia and hear how  

our children are doing!! 
 

The Mission Committee will soon be sharing more details about 

how to participate in this exciting experience. Put these dates on 

your calendar now! 

News from the Interfaith Food Alliance (IFA)/Family Backpack Center 

Spring is coming and so is an Interfaith Garden! The IFA, in partnership with 
the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, is planning an Interfaith 
Community Garden this spring.  The garden will be located on the Lutheran 
church property at the corner of Makefield & Sutphin Roads.  Gardeners of 
all ages & abilities will be needed to grow food for local food pantries, 
including the IFA’s Family Backpack Center. 

If you are an interested gardener, please contact Rhonda Rea (215-493-9505  
jrpiz@aol.com) so you will get information when the gardening begins.  The 
pandemic has brought with it many limitations, but outdoor gardening is an 
activity that can be safe, productive & connect us to a new community of 
Interfaith friends. 

The Family Backpack Center continues to serve families in need in the 
Morrisville community.  The Center is able to give out a grocery store gift 
card monthly, in addition to 5 bags of assorted food goods to each guest 
family that we serve.  In February, your contributions of WHITE RICE, 
COOKING OIL, CANNED SOUPS AND HOT CHOCOLATE will be most 
appreciated. Please call Rhonda Rea (215-493-9505) to arrange for 
donations to be picked up, if needed. 

mailto:jrpiz@aol.com


From our Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC):  As you know Wendy is 
retiring after 40 years of ministry at the end of June. At Charge Conference 
in October, our committee was charged with the task of updating our 
church profile to give the District Superintendent our wants and needs in 
our new pastor. Our committee worked hard and was thorough with the 
profile and I would like to take this time to thank the committee for all their 
diligent time and passionate effort in completing this profile.                      

The District Superintendent has chosen Reverend Towanda N.T. 
Connelly as our new pastor here at MUMC. 

Reverend Towanda N.T. Connelly Biographical Statement 
Rev. Towanda Nicole Tilson Connelly believes in preaching the gospel of Jesus 

Christ with enthusiasm, encouraging the hearts of people, and igniting them 

with a fire-filled passion to know and serve Christ. Her favorite scripture is 

Nehemiah 8:10: When the people were down, the prophet Nehemiah 

reminded them, “the JOY of the Lord is their strength.” That joy is the 

foundation of all she does, while teaching, preaching, mentoring, and playing 

tambourine and percussion instruments. 

A native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Towanda is a Provisional Elder with 

the United Methodist Church as well as a licensed clinical social worker (with 

additional certification as a Home and School Visitor in PA) and a licensed 

real estate agent in Arizona. She presently works as a realtor and a mobile 

therapist. Previously, Towanda worked for 10 years in Southeast Delco 

School District as a school social worker. In addition to her work with children 

and youth, she worked as a Forensic Social Worker at a Philadelphia 

correctional facility for five years; there, she ministered to incarcerated 

women, impacting their lives with the word of God. 

Rev. Connelly values continuing education. She completed a dual degree 

program, obtaining a Master of Social Work from Widener University (2007) 

and a Master of Divinity from Palmer Theology Seminary (2008). Prior, she 

earned her Bachelor of Social Work from Eastern University (1995). Towanda 

believes there are no limits to spreading God’s word—which is why she spent 

a year as a missionary in Oakland, CA doing just that, with The Mission Year 

Program. 

Rev. Connelly’s life is dedicated to living by example and encouraging men and 

women to live to their full potential in Jesus Christ. She has a special ability to 

share the gospel of Jesus Christ practically to assist persons in developing 

relationship with Jesus Christ and achieve their God-given destiny.  She has 

more than two decades of experience sharing the gospel, teaching and 

counseling, which contributes to her ability to reach others with her healthy 

humor, warmth, transparency and strength. She claims this mantra: “People 

don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.”  

Therefore, she wants people to know she cares, even if their paths cross for 

just a moment in time.   

Stepping into God’s call on her life, she has served in a variety of ministerial 

roles: as the Co-Pastor of Emmanuel and New Vision United Methodist 

Churches in Philadelphia PA; as Pastoral Assistant and Interim pastor at St. 

Daniel’s United Methodist Church; as a member of the ministerial team at 

the former Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church and New Vision United 

Methodist Church; as Youth Pastor for First Korean Baptist Church of Upper 

Darby PA; and as the Youth Minister at New Covenant Church of 

Philadelphia. In these roles, God has used her to bring people together as 

well as build and restore relationships in love for the glory of God. This work 

has brought her unspeakable joy and blessing.  

 In 2017, she began a new chapter in her life as the wife of Lawton Connelly, 

Jr., and in 2018, she joined him in Phoenix, Arizona. She feels God’s 

blessings and mercy each year, and she finds comfort and motivation in 

Philippians 1:6: “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 

you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” AMEN! 

In 2021 Rev. Connelly looks to begin another new chapter as the Pastor of 
Morrisville United Methodist Church. 
 

 
 

 
 


